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REMARKS 

This response is intended as a full and complete response to the Office Action 
dated December 15, 2003. In view of the amendments and the following discussion, 
the Applicants believe that all claims are in allowable form. 

CLAIM 20 

Claim 20 has been amended to correct punctuation. 

CLAIM OBJECTION 

Claim 4 stand objected. In response, the Applicants have replaced the term 
SAR with "SAF" as suggested by the Examiner. Accordingly, the Applicants respectfully 
request the objection to this claim be withdrawn. 

CLAIM REJECTIONS 

A. §1 02(e) Claims 1-4 and 20 

Claims 1-4, and 20 stand rejected as being anticipated by United States Patent 
No. 6,483,675 B1 issued November 19, 2002 to Araki, etal., (hereinafter referred to as 
^'Araki'), The Applicants respectfully disagree. 

The Applicants submit that they conceived of the claimed Invention on or before 
March 30, 2000, the earliest effective filing date oi Araki. In support of this submission, 
the Applicants enclose a declaration under 37 C.F.R. §1 .131 that has been executed by 
the inventors, Sining Mao, Janusz J. Nowak, Eric S. Linville and Jian Chen, that 
declares a conception date for the invention claimed in the above-Identified patent 
application to be on or before March 30, 2000. In view of this declaration, the 
Applicants respectfully submit that Amki is not prior art with respect to the present 
Application and should be withdrawn as a reference. 
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Thus, the Applicants submit that claims 1^ and 20 are patentable over Araki. 
Accordingly, the Applicants respectfully request the rejection to these claims be 
withdrawn. 


B. §103(a) Claims 1-14 and 17-20 

Claims 1-14, and 17-20 stand rejected as being unpatentable over Araki in view of 
United States Patent No. 6,483.675 issued March 25, 2000 to Gill (hereinafter referred 
to as "G//n - The Applicants respectfully disagree. 

As discussed above, Araki is not prior art with respect to this Application. 
Moreover, the Applicants submit that they conceived of the claimed invention on or 
before July 31, 2000, the earliest effective filing date of Gill. In view of the declaration 
discussed above, the Applicants respectfully submit that Gill is not prior art with respect 
to the present Application and should be withdrawn as a reference. 

Thus, the Applicants submit that claims 1-14, and 17-20 are patentable over Gill 
in view of AfBki. Accordingly, the Applicants respectfully request the rejection to these 
claims be withdrawn. 


NEW CLAIMS 

The Applicants have been added new claims 21-22. The Applicants submit that 
new claims 21-22 are fully supported by the specification and that no new matter has 
been entered. Specifically, new claims 21-22 depend indirectly from claim 1 and recite 
limitations similar to those of claims 3. The Applicants submit that new claims 21-22 
are patentable at least by virtue of their dependancy from claim 1 , the patentability of 
which has been discussed above. Accordingly, the Applicants respectfully request 
allowance of new claims 21-22. 
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CONCLUSION 

Thus, the Applicants submit that all claims now pending are in condition for 
allowance. Accordingly, both reconsideration of this application and its swift passage to 
issuance are earnestly solicited. 

If, however, the Examiner believes that any unresolved Issues still exist, it is 
requested that the Examiner telephone Mr 'Keith Taboada at (732) 530-9404 so that 
appropriate arrangements can be made for resolving such issues as expeditiously as 
possible. 

Moser, Patterson & Sheridan, LLP 
595 Shrewsbury Avenue 
Suite 100 

Shrewsbury, NJ 07702 


Respectfully submitted. 



Keith P. TABOADA 
Attorney Reg. No. 45,150 
(732) 530-9404 
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